
No.  22 04 March 2022 

Dear Parents / Carers 
 

We thank all children and parents this week for their engagement in 
the Science linked World Book Day. It was great to see the 

imagination used to create characters and we are delighted that 
children researched the various scientists that could be used. We had everything 
from Mary Anning, Jane Goodall, Neil Armstrong, nurses and doctors, vets, and 
fictional characters with a link to Science! Through this year's World Book Day we were keen 

to launch a focus month on STEM topics (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths). Not 
only is developing STEM an important focus in developing our curriculum enrichment and subject 
leadership in school, we also wanted to take the opportunity to promote non-fiction reading too. 
Non-fiction books linked to Science have therefore been the focus in classes this week.  This is 

all a great example of how our school likes to maximise the learning for our children in a fun way 
and shows how we are keen to inspire and develop our children's aspirations for the future, 

making them aware of the kinds of jobs people do in Science. We thank you for your support as 
parents.  

 
A letter has been sent this week about the exciting new staff developments for our school. As you 
are aware the school has grown considerably over the last 6 years. We are now double the size 

that we were in 2016 when I first joined the school. With this great success comes the great 
opportunity to restructure how our school operates. We are delighted to be in position to make 

these changes.  In summary these changes are:  
 

 We welcome Mrs Lingard to our Teaching Assistant Team. Mrs Lingard is an 
experienced Teaching Assistant and will be supporting the progress of children in Year 1. 

 

 We welcome Mrs Hawkes to our Office Team. Mrs Hawkes will be replacing Mrs Thomas 
as the Attendance Officer and will be working every morning to manage all matters 
relating to attendance monitoring.  

 

 We welcome Mrs Chaudhry to our Teaching Team. Mrs Chaudhry is a qualified, 
experienced teacher who will be joining us to initially support catch up and attainment 
boosting in Year 2 and Year 6. Mrs Chaudhry is a welcome addition to our school. It is 
wonderful that we are now in a strong financial position as a school to be able to afford 
an additional teacher, over and above our normal structure, to help improve pupil 
progress.  

 

 We have been able recruit for Miss Simmons’ imminent maternity cover in Year 6. We are 
pleased to announce that Mrs Giles will be joining us after Easter to teach Year 6. 

 
Further to this, I announced that from this week I will be having a weekly 'out of school' day every 
Friday. This day will be the set day that I will be working away from school to enable me to focus 

more on the strategic aspects of my role without the usual daily interruptions in school.  Mr 
Hitchins will of course be deputising for my absence every Friday. To support this change in 
working arrangement and ensure the ability to respond consistently and appropriately to all 

parents, we request that all emails from parents are consistently directed to 
admin2324@welearn365.com on a Friday. The office will then take charge of filtering these 

emails to the correct staff, including to Mr Hitchins, and will ensure that I retain oversight of these 
communications where appropriate. 

 
Continued ... 



SATs Meeting – Tuesday 22nd March 2022 
 

There will be a SATs meetings on  
Tuesday 22nd March from 4:30pm – 5:15pm.  

 
We are hoping this meeting can be held face-

to-face in our school hall. 
 

This session will provide information about:  
 

 How your child’s attainment and progress 
will be measured using assessment without 
levels. 

 The organisation and rationale of the new 
Key Stage Two examinations. 

 How to explore learning resources and 
ways to help your child in the final weeks 
before SATs. 

 
There will also be an opportunity for parents 
to ask further questions. These sessions are 
compulsory for all Year 6 parents/carers and 

children, and we 
would particularly 

urge those who can 
not make parents 
evening to ensure 
that they attend.  

Holly & Ivy Book Bags 
 

Your child will have come 
home with a Whitnash book 

bag today. This is for you to 
keep, but what we do ask is that your 
child brings it to school every day with their 

reading book inside.  
 

Your child will be heard to read once a week 
by their teacher or a TA so it's really 

important that they have their book with 
them ready for this.  

 
At home you should be hearing your child 
read their school reading book at least 3 

times per week and logging this on to 
'GoRead' for us to see.  

 
We suggest that as soon as you have heard 

your child read you put their reading book 
into their school book bag so it is ready for 

the next day. 
 

As always if you have any further questions 
please come and talk to Mrs Jennings or 

Miss Russell. 
 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Headteacher’s message continued … 

 
We want to extend our love and support to our families directly impacted by the current world 
crisis. Our love, support and prayers are with anyone impacted directly, or indirectly, by what 

is occurring in the news. We want to continue deal with this sensitively, and in an age-
appropriate way with our children in school, respecting the varying parental views and wishes 

about how they want this handled.  A letter was sent last Monday for you to refer to if you 
want more information. You can also contact us at admin2324@welearn365.com if you would 

like to discuss this further.  
  

We are also keen to play our part in doing as much as possible to help with this crisis. We are 
therefore setting up a 'JustGiving' link on our school website for donations to the Ukraine. 
These donations will be linked and will go directly to the government Disaster Emergency 

Committee (DEC). Whilst parents can make direct pledges to this charity fund, by doing this 
through our website we can promote the generosity of our local community and set and initial 
ambitious fund target of £10,000.00 for Whitnash Primary School.  Please promote and help 
us to raise these much-needed funds. We know the part we can play, and we can encourage 

one another to show our empathy and love for those at this time of turmoil and 
distress.   Please show your generosity give with all your heart! 

 
Mrs Ellison 

Headteacher 



Achievements this Week 

Class TOTAL 
Words 
Read  

Pine 392,823  36,304  

Cedar 316,894  22,867  

Maple 440,329  46,716  

Sycamore 642,549 52,949  

Juniper 555,352 5,807  

Ash 4,702,485  299,774 

Elm 9,859,740  1,351,382 

Oak 8,371,673  146,919  

TOTAL 25,281,845  1,962,718 

So, word count winners of the week are ..... 
 

ELM   
 

A fantastic total!   
Certificates on their way to ELM this week - 

9 Million - Super!  
 

Great work everyone! Keep up all the 
amazing reading.  

Holly – Marshall 
After reading the story 'Rosie Revere' for world book 

day, Marshall worked independently to make an 
amazing flying machine. He selected all the materials 
he wanted to use and securely joined them together. 

Well done Marshall! 
Ivy – Tilly-Mae 

Tillie joined Ivy class before half term and has been an 
absolute super star! She has settled in really well and 

has been really enjoying exploring all the learning 
opportunities in her classroom. Well Done Tillie we are 

so lucky to have you as part of Ivy class. 
Hazel – Seren 

Seren came as Amelia Earhart on World Book Day. 
She did a fantastic job of telling the class about who 

she was dressed as and was able to confidently recall 
great facts. Well done Seren, we are really impressed 

with your knowledge and enthusiasm. 
Hawthorn –  Penelope 

Penny has been working hard this week on using her 
finger spaces. She has also been trying hard to listen 
carefully. Well done Penny, keep up the super work! 

Pine – A J 
For trying really hard with his handwriting this week.  
He has tried to make it neater and smaller and there 

has been a huge improvement.  Well done AJ, keep it 
up! 

Cedar – Charlotte 
Charlotte has been working so hard this week to 

improve her handwriting. I am so impressed by the 
amount of effort she has put into making her work 

wonderful! 

Maple – Adriana 
For working so hard this week! She has been writing 
some fantastic sentences and has been completing 
math's tasks in her spare time to push herself! Well 

done Adriana! 
Sycamore – Maria 

Maria has produced some extremely impressive 
homework this term.  She has presented her work 
beautifully and spent lots of time researching and 

learning about our topic.  Brilliant effort Maria! 
Juniper – Kody-Lee 

Well done Kody for a brilliant return to school this 
week. You have been so focused and worked so well 
in your group while building a bridge to help Iggy on 

world book day! 
Ash – Natalie 

Natalie, you are trying so hard in all areas. You are 
listening well and asking for help. Keep up the good 

work. 
Elm – Harley 

For his all-round efforts in reading, maths and English. 
He has been working hard, listening carefully and 

always ready to learn more. Top marks! 
Oak – David 

Well done on a great first week back! You have worked 
really hard this week in Maths and English - keep it up! 

33 44 55 77 88 
Adriel 

Savan-
nah 

Scarlet 
Hazel 

Adriana Ruby Tillie Fabian 
Troy 



Again there has been a significant increase in children being late to 
school. 

 
If your child is late can you please bring them to the main office, where 

you will need to sign them in and they need to pick their lunch.   
 

Every Minute Counts 
The children need to be in the classroom by 8.55 to get a mark in the register.  Children 

who arrive after this time will be marked late.  If a child arrives after 9.30am it will be 
recorded as unauthorised absence for the morning session. 

Something to think about:  

If your child is: In a year, your child 
would lose: 

5 minutes late 3 days of education 

10 minutes late 6½ days of education 

15 minutes late 10 days of education 

20 minutes late 13 days of education 

Give your child the very best change of 
doing well at school 

 
If you have ever volunteered in a classroom 

and seen the late students come in, your heart 
can’t help but break for them. Their faces are 

sweaty from rushing and red from the 
embarrassment of disrupting class. Those 

children might also be wondering how they are 
supposed to “hurry to class” while at the same 

time not run in the hallways. 

They quickly put their coat on the peg, put their lunch box away and walk into the classroom. With 
all eyes on them, they finally settle at their desk, 20 minutes after the teacher started instructing. 

They have missed important announcements and discussions. The rest of the class will sit quietly 
while the teacher brings the late student up to date on what was missed. That child didn’t mean to 
be late, and now they don’t understand the assignment. They never quite catch up, and they are 

on edge. Who wouldn’t be with that start to the day? 
 

It may seem like 10 minutes isn’t really that much, but for the typical school day of 6.5 hours, a 
student who is only 10 minutes late every day will miss 30 hours of school time that year. If a 

child is 10 minutes late getting to school, it is more like 20 minutes until they are actually learning.  
 

The occasional lateness is nearly inevitable. Things happen to all of us. Coffee spills and shoes 
get lost. Conversations need to happen. There are a million things that can cause people to run 

behind. Ideally our daily routines would include time to account for mishaps to minimize tardiness. 
If you are finding that your child is late one or more times per week, though, you may need to 

change your routine to ensure a successful start to your day.  
Here are a few suggestions that may help. 

 
 Pack lunchboxes the night before. The last thing you want to be doing as you are rushing 

out the door is trying to find lost homework. Make sure everyone’s bags are ready to go and 
prepare home lunches as much as you can. Also fill their water bottles ahead of time and store 

in the refrigerator. 
 Lay clothes out. Seems too simple to make a difference, but hunting down matching socks or 

pants without holes in the knees is quite the time consumer. Not only that, but you won’t have 
to worry that you didn’t notice your child was wearing shorts in negative degree weather until 

after you arrived at school. 
 Set up a “last stop” area. Pick any available area near the door you typically leave through 

and put everything there for the day: backpacks, phones, homework, and especially coats and 
shoes. There are no last-minute distractions this way. 

 Wake up earlier. Not the most enjoyable solution, but sometimes drastic measures are 
needed. 



This week saw the launch of STEM Month at our 
school - Science, Technology, Engineering, 

Mathematics. 

The children enjoyed the day of fun activities linked 
to two fabulous books on World Book Day: 

 
 Rosie Revere Engineer and Issy Peck Architect, both 

by Andrea Beaty 

 
Meanwhile Key Stage Two were busy 

designing and making bridges that were able to 
support as much weight as possible. We saw 
some great collaboration in groups and some 

excellent final products!  

We were blown away by the amazing 
costumes we saw in school on Thursday.  

 
Famous scientists filled our school, from 
Mea Jemison, to Mary Anning, Stephen 

Hawkins, Albert Einstein ... 

Many other children showed 
how Science can be used in 
so many different careers. 
Some wonderful examples 

were surgeons, 
palaeontologists, astronauts, 

engineers, vets, science teachers, nurses and many more.  

After enjoying their morning activities, the lower school 
children enjoyed designing and making a solution to a world 

problem, like plastic in the ocean,  melting icecaps or 
deforestation. They used recycled materials to make their 

ideas a reality.  

We loved Cedar Classes machine to make the Arctic colder with a polar 
bear machine that excretes ice and breathes out snow!  



Year 2 have been taking their learning outside this week.  
 

We used the outside area to do a bug survey. 
We used magnifying glasses and pooters to take 

a closer look at the things we found. We 
recorded our results using tally marks and then 

decided how to show our data.  

Date Recipe Class 

07.03.22 Provencal Tart Elm 

14.03.22 Double Chocolate 
Muffins 

Juniper 

21.03.22 Halloumi Parcels Oak 

28.03.22 Chocolate & Banana 
Bread & Butter 

Pudding 

Sycamore 

04.03.22 Stuffed Peppers Ash 

 
 
 

This is what is the classes will be cooking 
this term.  I hope you have all being enjoying 

your children’s cooking! 



Maple class took part in cooking a rhubarb shortbread crumble 
this week. The children loved using their 

fingers to make the base!   

Due to isolating, Oli has his 
own Book Day at home.  

Well done Oli, great 
costume! 

The pancake race was 
part of our Reception 

bucket list so the photos 
can go on that part to and 

tick off have a pancake 





 

Apply for free school meals (FSM) 
 

Meals are available free of charge to: 
 

 all infant pupils (Reception, Year 1 and Year 2) – known as universal FSM 
 pupils who meet the free school meals eligibility criteria – known as benefits-related FSM 

 
You can apply for benefits-related FSM at any time online 

 warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/apply-free-school-meals 
 

Eligibility 
Families who receive the following are eligible for free school meals: 

 income support 
 income-based Jobseeker's Allowance (JSA) 
 income-related employment and support allowance (ESA) 
 guarantee element of state pension credit 
 Universal Credit (with an annual income of less than £7,400) 
 Both income-based and contribution-based JSA/ESA if you receive the same amount for 

both. You should also qualify if you receive both, but the income-based amount is 
greater, but not if the contribution-based amount is greater. 

 Families who are awarded Child Tax Credit and have an annual income assessed by 
HMRC to be no more than £16,190, providing there is no entitlement to Working Tax 
Credit (unless in respect of a 4-week ‘run-on’). 

 
Reasons to apply 

Even if your child is currently receiving free school meals because they are in Reception, Year 1 
or Year 2, you should still apply for benefits-related FSM if you think you may be eligible. 

 
Doing so means that your child’s school will be given extra funding for six years, which can help to 

fund valuable teaching and learning support for your school. 
Applying for benefits-related FSM also means you will be eligible to receive funding for the holiday 

periods from the Warwickshire Local Welfare Scheme. 

Sleep is time for us to reset our bodies 
ready for the next day. Just like our 
phones and tablets, we need to put 

ourselves on charge and sleep is the 
human version of this.  

If you struggle with going to sleep, 
explore your bedtime routine. What time 
are you turning screens off? When did 

you last have something sugary or 
caffeinated?  

If you find yourselves worrying about the 
next day, keep a worry journal next to 

your bed. 

Try one, or both, of the below activities 
throughout this week:  

 
1.Keep a sleep journal - www.nhs.uk/

livewell/insomnia/documents/sleepdiary.pdf 
 

2.Try making a relaxing bedtime routine 
-www.sleepfoundation.org/sleep-hygiene/

relaxation-exercises-tohelp-fall-asleep  

 If you find ideas or reminders pop into your 
head, keep a list pad near so you can write it 
down. If you find you are over sleeping, try 
exploring your sleep routine and follow up 
with your morning routine. Snoozing your 

alarm may not be the best thing to do. 
Instead try waking a little later and teach 

yourself to sit up straight away.  

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/apply-free-school-meals
https://www.nhs.uk/livewell/insomnia/documents/sleepdiary.pdf
https://www.nhs.uk/livewell/insomnia/documents/sleepdiary.pdf
https://www.sleepfoundation.org/sleep-hygiene/relaxation-exercises-to-help-fall-asleep
https://www.sleepfoundation.org/sleep-hygiene/relaxation-exercises-to-help-fall-asleep


 
 

Thank you to everyone who has activated 
their Parent Pay account.   

 
Parent Pay is not only a system for 
paying in money, it is also our main 

source for communication with parents 
and carers and we would not want you 

to miss important information 
 

If you have not already done so can you 
please activate your Parent Pay account.  

You won’t need to register a payment card 
and no bank details are requested.  This is 
only asked for when you make a payment.  
However, you can pay cash at any store 

showing the PayPoint Logo. 
 

For your nearest PayPoint store go to: 
https://consumer.paypoint.com/   

 
Thank you for your co-operation. 

Don't let your child miss out 
on school milk after their 5th 

birthday 
  

When your child turns 5, your child’s supply of 
free milk finishes.  However, if you would like 
to pay for your child to receive milk we have 
made arrangements with Cool Milk to supply 

milk at a subsidised cost. 
 

What you need to do: 
  

Visit www.coolmilk.com as soon as 
possible and select "Register your child for 

milk here", then follow the on-screen 
instructions to register and pay. 

  
If your child is registered for Free School 

Meals (i.e. NOT the Universal Free School 
Meals) the school can continue to supply your 

child with free milk.  Please let the office  
know if you wish this to continue. 

  
Should you have any queries regarding your 
child's registration or milk supply in general, 
please do not hesitate to contact Cool Milk 

directly at customerservices@coolmilk.com. 

INSET DAYS 
 

Thursday 2nd September 2021 
Friday 3rd September 2021 
Tuesday 4th January 2022 

Monday 28th February 2022 
Thursday 21st July 2022 

Holidays 2021/22 

25.10.21 - 29.10.21 Half Term 

20.12.21 - 01.01.22 Christmas Holiday 

21.02.22 - 25.02.22 Half Term 

11.04.22 - 22.04.22 Easter Holiday 

02.05.22 May Day 

30.05.22 - 03.06.22 Half Term 

21.07.22 Summer Holidays 

Class Allocated PE day 

Holly / Ivy Thursday 

Hazel  / Hawthorn Wednesday 

Pine / Cedar Tuesday & 
Wednesday 

Maple / Sycamore Maple - Monday & 
Friday 

Sycamore - Friday 

Juniper Monday & Friday 

Ash / Elm Thursday 

Oak Swimming on 
Tuesday 

Friday Achievements 
 

Friday achievements are 
posted on our website each 

week. 
 

Please go to: 
 

www.whitnashprimaryschool.com 

https://consumer.paypoint.com/
http://www.coolmilk.com/
mailto:customerservices@coolmilk.com




What’s on … 

March 2022         

8 Tuesday PM IEP meetings 

9 Wednesday PM IPE meetings 

14-18 Week Week Science Week 

14-18 Week Week Year 6 Residential to Arete 

15 Tuesday DAY Year 5 Road Safety 

18 Friday DAY Maths Day 

22 Tuesday 4.30-5.15pm KS2 SATs meeting for parents 

28 Monday DAY Environmental Day 

29 Tuesday DAY School Photographer—Individuals 

April 2022          

1 Friday DAY Non-Uniform —donations for Easter Tombola 

8 Friday Tbc Easter Tombola 

8 Friday DAY Break up for Easter Holidays 

11-22 2 Weeks 2 Weeks Easter Holidays 

25 Monday DAY Pupils back at school 

Please note that these dates are subject to change 

(v) Quorn Dippers 
 

(v) Veg Korma 
 

(v) Jacket Potato  
 

(v) Homemade 
Flapjack 

Cheese, Crackers 
and Apple 

Pork Sausages 
 

(v) Plant Power 
Balls 

 
(v) Jacket Potato  

 
Homemade 

Banoffee Cake 
with Toffee Drizzle 

Chocolate Swirl 
Mousse 

Roast Pork or 
Gammon 

 
(v) Quorn Roast 

 
(v) Jacket Potato  

 
Homemade 

Strawberry Slice 
with Custard 

 

Pasta Bolognaise 
 

(v) Veggie Hot 
Dog 

 
 

(v) Jacket Potato  
 

Homemade 
Jammy Cookie 

Salmon Fishcake 
 

(v) Cheese & 
TomatoPizza 

 
(v) Jacket Potato  

 
Ice Cream Tub 

Homemade Iced 
Sponge with Fruit 

Meat Free 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

 Any vegetarian dishes are display with a (v) 


