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Dear Parents / Carers, 
 

This week Miss Russell and Mr Collins have been out of school on their exciting 
Forest School training. Miss Russell has already shared great ideas about how to 

make Forest School an integral part of our school curriculum and is really enthused about 
getting started. We have plans drawn up and ready to go with improvements to our current 
Forest School mini-woodland area, with new fencing and a gate being installed as soon as 

possible.  We will also be launching a school project in the Summer Term for children to create 
a Forest School/Eco design a mural for brick wall which runs along the perimeter of this area. 

Thank you to Mr Collins and Miss Russell for being so keen to develop this provision. 
 

We have been lucky this week to receive a special delivery from the Rotary Club. We were 
presented with 2 sapling trees on Wednesday to plant in our school grounds to mark the 

Jubilee year of Queen Elizbeth. These trees will be planted early next week with some of our 
children helping. We will then take a photograph and send it to the Rotary Club to add to their 

special publication about the Jubilee.   Alongside the planting of these trees, the school is 
planning lots of other exciting whole-school activities to mark this special occasion. We are 

hoping that children have developed their culinary talents with their Bayleaf lessons this year, 
as one activity will be a whole-school competition to create a dessert fit for the Queen! We will 

run this alongside a home Bake Off competition, and of course myself and Mr Hitchins will 
volunteer to be the Chief tasters and judges of the best cakes and puddings!  

 
Mrs Ford, Miss Simmons and Mr Jones have also been taking part in some exciting curriculum 

training in recent months. They have been working with the Royal Shakespeare Company 
(RSC) on the Associate School Programme. We are now officially an Associate RSC School 

and part of a special network of other schools around the country that use RSC teaching 
strategies to raise aspirations, improve reading and writing attainment, and inspire learners 

through Shakespeare.  Already 4 of our Year 5 pupils have been selected as RSC 
Ambassadors and have been out to Sydenham Primary School this week for an exciting day, 
learning more about Shakespeare and their roles as the school ambassadors. Both Mrs Ford 

and the children were inspired and keen to get started on embedding this RSC practice across 
our school. Thank you to the staff and children who have taken part.  

 
Wishing you all a lovely weekend. 

 
Mrs Donna Ellison 

Headteacher 

Don’t forget our Just Giving Page on our website: 
www.whitnashprimaryschool.com 

We have raised 22% of our £10,000.00 target. 
Please keen donating if you can. Thank You! 

http://www.whitnashprimaryschool.com


So, word count winners of the week are ..... 
 

Oak 
 

A fantastic total!   
Certificate on it’s way to Oak - 212,741 

words,  Super!  
 

Great work everyone! Keep up all the 
amazing reading.  

Achievements 28.03.22 

Class TOTAL 
Words 
Read  

Hazel 10,221  4,111 

Hawthorn 13,408 3,324 

Pine 649,415 69,674 

Cedar 383,932 37,808 

Maple 781,327 131,068 

Sycamore 871,504 40,376 

Juniper 819,047 19,841 

Ash 5,761,413  

Elm 11,314,230 170,324 

Oak 9,384,308 212,741 

TOTAL 29,998,805 689,267 

Holly – Nayra 

For trying so hard in our handwriting sessions. 
Nayra is holding her pen correctly and carefully 

following our letter formation phrases to form her 
letters correctly. 

Well done Nayra! 
Ivy – Aneeka 

Aneeka has been doing absolutely brilliantly in 
phonics.  She has been confidently calling out the 
sounds and reading the green cards. She has also 

written some fantastic sentences! Keep up the 
great work Aneeka! 

Hazel – Grace 

For trying so hard with her reading.  Grace has 
been working really hard to read her class books 
independently.  She took two accelerated reader 
quizzes and got 100% on both!  Fantastic Grace, 

we are so proud of you.  Keep it up! 

Hawthorn - Jaxon 

Jaxon has had a super week. He has been trying 
hard with his writing. He has also been really kind 

to his friends.    

Pine – Amelia 

Amelia has thought carefully about which type of 
habitat her invented creature would live, and she 

has drawn a very detailed picture with a clear 
key.  Well done. 
Cedar – Jacob 

For a brilliant week where he has shown some 
super listening skills and been working really hard 
with Mrs Chaudhry and Mrs Roger - Keep it up! 

Maple – Ruby Mai 
For trying really hard with her work. In our English 

lesson our chairs went on strike and Ruby Mai tried 
her best to persuade them to return. Well done 

Ruby! 
Sycamore – Savannah 

Savannah always tries her best. She has been 
working particularly hard on her writing, using her 

improving knowledge of sounds to spell more 
adventurous words! Super effort Savannah! 

Juniper – Lewis 

For working hard and showing his resilience in 
tasks. Lewis has been meeting the expectations of 

each task in a timely manner which is a target Lewis 
has been working very hard on. Keep up the good 

work! 
Ash – Mckenzie 

For progress in every aspect of your school day! 
You work hard and achieve lots. You are more 

confident in the classroom, more resilient in your 
challenges and you get on well with everyone in the 

class. 
Also, you know the class voted you funnier than Mrs 
Ford ~ A top title! Keep being your wonderful self. 

You are simply brilliant! 

Elm – Zaynar 

For extended and concerted efforts in maths. It's 
great to see your confidence grow. 

Oak - Brooke 

Well done on a fabulous week! You have come 
back to school with a lovely, positive attitude and 

you have worked incredibly hard all year in 
preparation for your SATs - we are so so proud of 

you! 



Date Recipe Class 

04.03.22 Stuffed Peppers Ash 

 
 
 

This is what is the classes will be 
cooking this term.  I hope you have 

all being enjoying your children’s cooking! 
Look out for next term’s recipes! 

33 66 77 88 99 Silver 

Denis Cerys Jimi Milly Kyle Ben 
Ansh 

For Science week 2022 you have been exploring the topic of ‘Growth’. Each 
class has taken part in activities to answer a research question based around 
an area important for a school garden. Now each class has shared their find-

ings its over to you!! 
Using the knowledge you have gained from your research over science week, 
we need you to design our ‘Whitnash Family Garden’. Don’t miss out on this 

is an amazing opportunity to see your creativity,  
imagination and science knowledge come to life! 

 

How To Enter: 
 
• Draw, Paint, Use a computer or make a model of your design for our 

school garden.  
• The area for the garden is 16m long by 4m wide. 
• The winners will have their design made into reality!!   
• The competition will run from Friday 1st April over the Easter holidays.   
• Entries must be submitted by Monday 25th April.   
• Entries to be sent to the science email address  
       sciencewpr@welearn365.com or brought into school for Monday    

mailto:sciencewpr@welearn365.com


We want to thank all of the children who have taken part in the 
Science Fair Competition this year. We have had some wonderful 
entries once again, with some much effort and work being put in by so 

many children and families. 

 

 

 

 
 

We were also able to announce the winners of the STEM month Science Fair com-
petition. All children who entered received a certificate. Winners will be going to 

Campion School on the 18th May to take part in a science workshop and runners 
up have come home with a prize today. 

 
Well done to everyone who entered:  

 
Amelie Yr3, Daniel Yr 1, Grace Yr2, Irennosen Yr 2, Jasvin Yr2, Mokshita Yr2, Mo-

ses Yr1, Olivia Yr 3, Alex Reception, Phoebe Yr 2, Rashmika Yr 2, Rishi Yr 5, 
Rufus and Florence Yr 2, Sarika Yr 4, Toby Yr 3.  

Key Stage 2 have jdone an amazing assembly today where Years 3-5 presented the answers 
to the research questions they were given at the start of the week. Year 3 had researched 
soil type and found we have mostly clay soil and made suggestions for suitable plants to 

grow. Year 4 found that the soil is mostly alkaline and they suggested we should be taking 
steps to make it more acidic to improve the range of plants and soils that we can grow. 

Year 5 had been finding out about plants that attract pollinators and suggested that these 
should be planted in one area to attract bees and butterflies. Their amazing findings will all 
help the children to plan their entry to the Garden Design competition which launches to-
day.  We look forward to hearing what Reception, and Years 1 and 2 have found out about 

worms, shady areas and grouping living things in the garden.  



We have joined ‘The Royal Shakespeare Company (RSC) Associate Schools Pro-
gramme’.   
  
This year, Y5 staff and pupils will be involved in key parts of the programme. 
Throughout the Summer term, all Y5 parents will be hearing about the exciting 
events we are planning towards, alongside the RSC approaches that are being in-
troduced in the classroom.   
  
An opportunity has arisen for four Y5 pupils to become ‘Shakespeare Ambassa-
dors’. As ambassadors, the children will plan and lead another projects at school to 
promote Shakespeare and the Arts.   
  
On Wednesdy 30th March 2022, our ambassadors Ava, Vlad, Caitlin and Joshua 
attended Sydenham Primary and joined with other ambassadors from local primary 
schools. They took part in an information and project planning workshop led by RSC 
programme leaders. They have returned with project ideas that will include children 
from across the school and will compliment the school's writers month in May and 
Arts Month in July...Everyone watch this space! 



 

Apply for free school meals (FSM) 
 

Meals are available free of charge to: 
 

✓ all infant pupils (Reception, Year 1 and Year 2) – known as universal FSM 
✓ pupils who meet the free school meals eligibility criteria – known as benefits-related FSM 

 
You can apply for benefits-related FSM at any time online 

 warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/apply-free-school-meals 
 

Eligibility 
Families who receive the following are eligible for free school meals: 

• income support 
• income-based Jobseeker's Allowance (JSA) 
• income-related employment and support allowance (ESA) 
• guarantee element of state pension credit 
• Universal Credit (with an annual income of less than £7,400) 
• Both income-based and contribution-based JSA/ESA if you receive the same amount for 

both. You should also qualify if you receive both, but the income-based amount is 
greater, but not if the contribution-based amount is greater. 

• Families who are awarded Child Tax Credit and have an annual income assessed by 
HMRC to be no more than £16,190, providing there is no entitlement to Working Tax 
Credit (unless in respect of a 4-week ‘run-on’). 

 
Reasons to apply 

Even if your child is currently receiving free school meals because they are in Reception, Year 1 
or Year 2, you should still apply for benefits-related FSM if you think you may be eligible. 

 
Doing so means that your child’s school will be given extra funding for six years, which can help to 

fund valuable teaching and learning support for your school. 
Applying for benefits-related FSM also means you will be eligible to receive funding for the holiday 

periods from the Warwickshire Local Welfare Scheme. 

 

What we eat and drink not only affects 
our physical health but the way we think, 
feel and behave. Having a balanced and 

nutritious diet is an excellent way of 
taking care of our physical and mental 

wellbeing.  

 

 

Try one, or both, of the below activities 
throughout this week :  

 
1) Make a list of how many foods you eat 

in each food group over this week: Fruit 
and Vegetables, Carbohydrates, 
Proteins, Dairy, Fats and oils !  

2)  How much do you know about what   
makes up a healthy diet? Try this quiz 

to find out: https://create.kahoot.it/
share/3f10b8bd-9947-47a6-bee1- 

1930f988c273  
Useful link - Eat well - NHS (www.nhs.uk) 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/apply-free-school-meals


 
 

Thank you to everyone who has activated 
their Parent Pay account.   

 
Parent Pay is not only a system for 
paying in money, it is also our main 

source for communication with parents 
and carers and we would not want you 

to miss important information 
 

If you have not already done so can you 
please activate your Parent Pay account.  

You won’t need to register a payment card 
and no bank details are requested.  This is 
only asked for when you make a payment.  
However, you can pay cash at any store 

showing the PayPoint Logo. 
 

For your nearest PayPoint store go to: 
https://consumer.paypoint.com/   

 
Thank you for your co-operation. 

Don't let your child miss out 
on school milk after their 5th 

birthday 
  

When your child turns 5, your child’s supply of 
free milk finishes.  However, if you would like 
to pay for your child to receive milk we have 
made arrangements with Cool Milk to supply 

milk at a subsidised cost. 
 

What you need to do: 
  

Visit www.coolmilk.com as soon as 
possible and select "Register your child for 

milk here", then follow the on-screen 
instructions to register and pay. 

  
If your child is registered for Free School 

Meals (i.e. NOT the Universal Free School 
Meals) the school can continue to supply your 

child with free milk.  Please let the office  
know if you wish this to continue. 

  
Should you have any queries regarding your 
child's registration or milk supply in general, 
please do not hesitate to contact Cool Milk 

directly at 
customerservices@coolmilk.com. 

INSET DAYS 
 

Thursday 2nd September 2021 
Friday 3rd September 2021 
Tuesday 4th January 2022 

Monday 28th February 2022 
Thursday 21st July 2022 

Holidays 2021/22 

25.10.21 - 29.10.21 Half Term 

20.12.21 - 01.01.22 Christmas Holiday 

21.02.22 - 25.02.22 Half Term 

11.04.22 - 22.04.22 Easter Holiday 

02.05.22 May Day 

30.05.22 - 03.06.22 Half Term 

21.07.22 Summer Holidays 

Class Allocated PE day 

Holly / Ivy Thursday 

Hazel  / Hawthorn Wednesday 

Pine / Cedar Tuesday & 
Wednesday 

Maple / Sycamore Maple - Monday & 
Friday 

Sycamore - Friday 

Juniper Monday & Friday 

Ash / Elm Thursday 

Oak Swimming on 
Tuesday 

Friday Achievements 
 

Friday achievements are 
posted on our website each 

week. 
 

Please go to: 
 

www.whitnashprimaryschool.com 

https://consumer.paypoint.com/
http://www.coolmilk.com/
mailto:customerservices@coolmilk.com


The following pages have things to do, places to go, holiday activities, weekly 

clubs etc., for you and your children. 





What’s on … 

March 2022         

28 Monday DAY Environmental Day 

29 Tuesday DAY School Photographer—Individuals 

30 Wednesday DAY STEM ambassadors running a carrousel of 
science experiments  

31 Thursday 9am Closing date for Science Fair entries 

April 2022          

1 Friday AM Science Assembly 

1 Friday DAY Non-Uniform —donations for Easter Tombola 

8 Friday Tbc Easter Tombola 

8 Friday DAY Break up for Easter Holidays 

11-22 2 Weeks 2 Weeks Easter Holidays 

25 Monday DAY Pupils back at school 

Please note that these dates are subject to change 

(v) Cheese & 
Tomato Pizza 

 
(v) Sweet & Sour 

Quorn 
 

(v) Jacket Potato  
 

(v) Chocolate 
Mousse 

(vg) Homemade 
Cherry Cookie 

Sausage & 
Omelette 

 
(v) Cheesy 

Tomato Pasta 
 

(v) Jacket Potato  
 

(v) American 
Pancake with Fruit 

Topping  
 

Roast Pork & 
Apple Sauce 

 
(vg) Quorn Roast 
& Apple Sauce 

 
(v) Jacket Potato  

 
(v) Homemade 

Chocolate Orange 
Brownie with Hot 
Chocolate Sauce  

Grilled Beef 
Burger  

 
(vg) Plant Power 

Burger 
 
 

(v) Jacket Potato  
 

(v) Ice Cream Tub  
(vg) Homemade 
Ginger Cookie 

Breaded Fish Fillet 
and Chips 

 
(v) Roasted 

Vegetable Tart 
 

(v) Jacket Potato  
 

(v) Homemade 
Sticky Toffee Cake 

Meat Free 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

 Any vegetarian dishes are display with a (v) 


