
No.  12 03 December 2021 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 

We just want to open this newsletter with an apology for a few last minute changes to 
correspondences that have been made recently. We appreciate that this can be difficult for 

parents, particularly when dates for events have been altered.  However, unfortunately this is 
somewhat inevitable when we are short staffed and we continue to work around COVID 
considerations, restrictions and increased workload.  As you know we try to correct any 

correspondences as quickly as possible when an error has been identified. We thank you for your 
patience and understanding as we try to manage the challenges in school.  

 
We wanted to give our Year 6 children an early heads up about a Bikeability 

opportunity in February 2022.  This is our annual cycling proficiency course for 
children. There will be space for 12 Year 6 pupils to take part over 2 days. This will 

be held in school time. Participants require their own bike and cycling helmet. Letters 
will be sent next week about this, and places will be allocated on a 'first come, first 
serve' basis. All expressions of interest will need to be returned to the school office 

via ellison.d@welearn365.com only, instructions will be in the letter. 
 

This week the children in all classes have been preparing their Christmas 
performances. As you are aware Years 3 to 6 are taking part in a virtual 

Christmas Carol Service, Holly and Ivy are busy rehearsing for their ‘Nativity 
Play’ and Years 1 and 2 will be visiting the church for a Christmas Service on 

Thursday 16th December. They will be attending with separation between 
classes.  We have been keen to ensure that children in Key Stage 1 get to visit 

the church as this is something they have missed out on over the last few years.  
 

Information has been included in this newsletter from Mr Jones about how to set 
parental control on home gaming devices. We raise this issue this week to support parents in 

keeping children safe online and to highlight an increase in concerns that have arisen recently. 
Not only are children at risk of being exposed to inappropriate messaging on such devices, 

children have also been using YouTube underage and been exposed to inappropriate content. 
We ask all parents to tightly oversee what their children have access to online. In particular, 

access to Penny Wise and Squid Game have been the most concerning disclosures in school 
over recent weeks. YouTube is technically only for teens 13 and over as the content is mostly 

certainly not always appropriate for primary school age children.  
 

The Christmas Fayre is on Friday 10th December in the school day, and this will be a non-
uniform day. Children have the option to wear a Christmas jumper if they have one.  Just like the 

Summer Fayre, we are requesting a £2.00 donation per family to support with the associated 
costs of the fayre and to hopefully raise a little bit of money for the school.  You will also be 

automatically entered into the raffle. The children will be excited to 
know that Santa's reindeer will also be making an appearance again 

this year! 
 

Have a wonderful weekend. 
 

Mrs Donna Ellison, Headteacher 



Achievements this Week 

Holly – Eliza 
For fantastic effort with the Christmas songs for our Nativity. Eliza clearly enjoys singing these, she 

knows all the words and actions. What a star! 

Ivy – Zoe 
Zoe wrote a fantastic letter to Father Christmas telling him what she would like for Christmas. She did it 

completely independently sounding out all the words using her phonics. Well Done Zoe I am really 
proud of you! 

Hazel – Alfie 
Alfie has been trying so hard during our phonics sessions and is making great progress with his 

reading. Well done Alfie, keep up the hard work! 

Hawthorn – Bowie 
For completing some super maths work this week and even getting on to the challenges, well done 

and keep it up! 

Pine – Liliana 
For becoming more confident within class.  She has been making more of a contribution to discussions 

within class and she has read beautifully too.  Well done and keep it up. 

Cedar – Phoebe 
For being consistently kind and thoughtful to all.  She has produced some amazingly thoughtful and 

creative work this week, applying so many new skills that she has learnt. Well done Phoebe! 

Maple – Troy 
For showing great enthusiasm with learning new vocabulary in his books and supporting other 

students when he can in lessons. Keep it up Troy! 

Sycamore –  Ben 
Ben became a super archaeologist for an afternoon this week.  He used his sieving techniques to 

discover lots of important artefacts and cleaned, analysed and recorded his findings carefully. 

Juniper – Oliver 
Well done Oliver for showing courage and resilience in swimming this week. Super job, myself and Mr 

Hitchins are very proud of you. 

Ash – Kavish 
Kavish, you are a positive role model in our class, working so hard and showing a positive attitude to 

everyone and everything. 

Elm – Mckenzie 
For putting his full efforts into reading. It is wonderful to see you so committed and positive about it. 

Oak – Ruby-Mae 
We are so proud of how hard you have been trying in all areas Ruby-Mae, especially your writing. Well 

done on a fabulous WW1 diary entry! Keep up the great work! 
George 

Well done on a great week of learning George - we are all so impressed with how hard you are trying 
in all areas! George even asked for extra practice in Maths division this week! Keep it up! 

33 77 88 Bronze Gold 
Mason Freddie Christos 

Riley 
Sinead 

Remy Laksh 



LOST PROPERTY 
 

If these belong to you, please 
collect from main school office. 

Christmas Lunch 
Wednesday 15th December 2021 

 
You should now have received a 
letter detailing how to order your 

child’s Christmas meal. 
 

Please return your response by 
Wednesday 8th December 2021 

AT THE LATEST.  After this time you 
will not be able to order a lunch on 
that day, and a packed lunch will 
need to be brought in form home. 

 
You can email your response to 

admin2324@welearn365.com, or 
telephone the office. 

Christmassy Non-Uniform Day 
 

As you are aware our annual Christmas non-uniform day has been changed to 
Friday 10th December 2021 which is the day of the Christmas fayre. 

 
Children can come to school in their usual non-uniform and have the option to wear 
a Christmas jumper if they wish. We make it clear that we are not referring to this as 
a 'Christmas Jumper Day' as we do not want any parent to feel under any pressure 

to buy a Christmas jumper. 
 

Just like the Summer Fayre we are asking parents to make a voluntary donation on 
Parent Pay to support the costs of the fayre and raise a small amount of money for 

the school.  This will ensure children can enjoy the stalls on offer and all parents who 
donate will be added in the school raffle.  Prizes from local companies will be up-for-

grabs for the lucky winners! 
 

We sincerely regret that we are not in a position to return to our full Christmas events 
as "normal", but we want to reassure parents that the school will still do all we can to 

ensure that the children have a wonderful time at this special time of year.  

Mission Christmas 
 

We now have our sleigh in 
the main office area for our 

Mission Christmas 
Collections. 

 
In a similar way to recognising Children in 

Need, we turn our attention to those 
children who may not be so fortunate as 

others on Christmas Day. As we have done 
in previous years, Whitnash Primary would 
like to encourage our children to consider 
others this Christmas time and extend an 

'Act of Kindness'. We would like to give our 
families the opportunity to buy an extra gift 
for Mission Christmas if they can, and with 

the help of 'Mission Christmas' we will 
make sure that it gets to a disadvantaged 
child in Coventry and Warwickshire, so 

they'll wake up to something under the tree 
on Christmas morning. 

 
 All gifts should be new and unwrapped. 
Our collection is open until Wednesday 

15th December.  



Class TOTAL Words read  

Pine 142,837 32,757  

Cedar 132,239  27,688  

Maple 245,544  25,544  

Sycamore 314,067 31,347 

Juniper 75,364  22,447 

Ash 2,527,702 391,818 

Elm 3,343,216 238,627 

Oak 5,886,982 353,671  

TOTAL 11,544,052  1,063696  

So, word count winners this week are … 
 

ASH 
 

What a total !! 
 

Keep reading!  Mrs Norris 

Class Allocated PE day 

Holly / Ivy Thursday 

Hazel  / Hawthorn Wednesday 

Pine / Cedar Tuesday & 
Wednesday 

Maple / Sycamore Maple - Monday 
Sycamore - Friday 

Juniper Monday & Friday 

Ash / Elm Ash - Monday 
Elm - Thursday 

Oak Friday 

Polite Request 
 

Considering the new national 
COVID development, and to 
ensure that we are all able to 

have a healthy Christmas, 
please could we insist the face masks are 

worn by all parents at collection and drop off 
times. 

 
The school office will continue to operate 

remotely, encouraging parent email contact 
and phone calls rather than face-to-face 

contact.  
 

We thank you for your ongoing support. 

Keeping your children safe online 
 

Just in case some of you thinking of buying 
your children a new PS4-5 or X box this 

Christmas, here are some details to keep 
them safe online and your wallet closed to 

them. 
 

It will take a little effort from the adult but it's 
worth it to keep them safe . 

 
For PS4 see 

www.playstation.com/en-gb/support/account/
ps4-parental-controls-and-spending-limits/ 

 
For PS5 See 

www.playstation.com/en-gb/support/account/
ps5-parental-controls-spending-limits/ 

 
For Xbox see 

www.xbox.com/en-GB/community/for-
everyone/responsible-gaming 

Virtual Christmas Cards 
 

Just like last year, we shall 
be asking that children do 

not send individual 
Christmas cards in for 

their classes. 
 

Again we shall be creating class virtual 
cards, where the children will each draw a 

picture/write a message to their class. 
 

These will be sent out to families. 

DON’T FORGET TO RETURN 
YOUR FORMS BACK: 

 
 CONSENT FOR VIRTUAL 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT (KS2) 
 RECEPTION NATIVITY PLAY 
 CHRISTMAS LUNCH 

https://www.playstation.com/en-gb/support/account/ps4-parental-controls-and-spending-limits/
https://www.playstation.com/en-gb/support/account/ps4-parental-controls-and-spending-limits/
https://www.playstation.com/en-gb/support/account/ps5-parental-controls-spending-limits/
https://www.playstation.com/en-gb/support/account/ps5-parental-controls-spending-limits/
https://www.xbox.com/en-GB/community/for-everyone/responsible-gaming
https://www.xbox.com/en-GB/community/for-everyone/responsible-gaming


LATENESS 
 

There have been a significant increase in children being late to school.   
 

If your child is late can you please bring them to the main office, where you will need to sign 
them in and they need to pick their lunch.   

 
The children need to be in the classroom by 8.55 to get a mark in the register.  Children who 
arrive after this time will be marked late.  If a child arrives after 9.30am it will be recorded as 

unauthorised absence for the morning session. 

Give your child the very best change of doing well at school 
 

It is a familiar sight at schools everywhere. A car pulls into the car park just as the late bell rings. A 
parent and child jump out and run to the front door, frantically zipping up the child’s backpack and 

giving a quick goodbye kiss. The child goes into school, and the parent heads back to the car, looking 
like they just finished working a 12-hour shift. Yes, they were late. As parents, we know how those 
simple five minutes can throw us off for the rest of our day, but what about the children? How does 

being late to school really impact a child? Is everything OK once he or she gets settled in the 
classroom?  

 
If you have ever volunteered in a classroom and seen the late students come in, your heart can’t help 
but break for them. Their faces are sweaty from rushing and red from the embarrassment of disrupting 
class. Those children might also be wondering how they are supposed to “hurry to 

class” while at the same time not run in the hallways. 
 

They quickly put their coat on the peg, put their lunch box away and walk into the 
classroom. With all eyes on them, they finally settle at their desk, 20 minutes after 
the teacher started instructing. They have missed important announcements and 
discussions. The rest of the class will sit quietly while the teacher brings the late 

student up to date on what was missed. That child didn’t mean to be late, and now 
they don’t understand the assignment. They never quite catch up, and they are on 

edge. Who wouldn’t be with that start to the day? 
 

It may seem like 10 minutes isn’t really that much, but for the typical school day of 6.5 hours, a 
student who is only 10 minutes late every day will miss 30 hours of school time that year. If a child is 

10 minutes late getting to school, it is more like 20 minutes until they are actually learning.  
 

The occasional lateness is nearly inevitable. Things happen to all of us. Coffee spills and shoes get 
lost. Conversations need to happen. There are a million things that can cause people to run behind. 
Ideally our daily routines would include time to account for mishaps to minimize tardiness. If you are 

finding that your child is late one or more times per week, though, you may need to change your 
routine to ensure a successful start to your day. Here are a few suggestions that may help. 

 
 Pack lunchboxes the night before. The last thing you want to be doing as you are rushing out 

the door is trying to find lost homework. Make sure everyone’s bags are ready to go and prepare 
home lunches as much as you can. Also fill their water bottles ahead of time and store in the 
refrigerator. 

 Lay clothes out. Seems too simple to make a difference, but hunting down matching socks or 
pants without holes in the knees is quite the time consumer. Not only that, but you won’t have to 
worry that you didn’t notice your child was wearing shorts in negative degree weather until after 
you arrived at school. 

 Set up a “last stop” area. Pick any available area near the door you typically leave through and 
put everything there for the day: backpacks, phones, homework, and especially coats and shoes. 
There are no last-minute distractions this way. 

 Wake up earlier. Not the most enjoyable solution, but sometimes drastic measures are needed. 



Showcase your Child’s Artwork 
 

We are very lucky to have been offered a gallery space at East lodge in Jephson 
Gardens throughout the month January.  

 
In this space we will be showcases some of our children Artwork. Throughout the 
month of December children will be creating pieces for the gallery with the theme 
of 'The Seasons'. We are keen to display a range of work from Reception all the 

way to Year 6 from painting to mobile hangings, textiles and more.  
 

We are also keen to create interest in this gallery work by 
involving children in a school competition. We would like 

children to develop their skills in photography and 
capture an amazing Autumn or Winter artistic 
nature shot.  Perhaps it could be an amazing 
sunset, an image from a woodland walk, or a 
close-up of a frosty spider's web, the possibilities 

are endless!  
 

The best photographs will receive a small prize 
and certificate and the overall winner will receive a special 

reward! The photos captured by the winners, and 
possibly others, will be displayed in the gallery in 

January.  
 

We are providing early notification of this competition so that 
children have plenty of time to capture their best artistic shot.  Entries can be 

submitted to ellison.d@welearn365.com from Wednesday 1st December with the 
closing date on Thursday 9th December.  

 
We are hoping that this competition will capture children's interest and creativity - 

good luck everyone! 

SQUIDGE – THE FILM  
 

‘Squidge the film’ is an immersive interactive experience for children 3-8 
years and their grown-ups.   

 
Do you squish or squash, tickle or most certainly not, handshake or hug, 

stretch out or snuggle in like a bug? ‘Squidge’ is a fun interactive dance film with music and 
digital projection, which takes a light-hearted look at our sense of touch and how it influences our 

everyday lives. At the heart of the piece is a tale of friendship, compromise and how each and 
every one of us need touch to make us feel alive!    

Each family/friendship group is seated in their very own interactive seating area, with boxes 
which magically light up at moments throughout the film and are full of exciting textures for little 

hands to explore!  
Expect slimly fun and lots of bubbles….  

 
www.wriggledancetheatre.co.uk        www.facebook.com/wriggledancetheatre 

 
Tel:  07854143163 

http://www.wriggledancetheatre.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/wriggledancetheatre


MY CHILD’S ART 
 

Don’t forget to order your Christmas cards or other illustrated gifts 
from ‘My Child’s Art’.  These will only be available until the end of 

December 2021. 

'Well-Being Month' in Sycamore and Maple 
 

Making Road Safety Tags 
One Kind Word activities and window displays 

Road Safety Hero postcards 
Fire safety posters 



Virtual visit from Nick Sharratt 
 

Reception and Year 2 had a very special virtual 
visitor from a very famous author and illustrator 

Nick Sharratt.  
He read us his brand new book ‘Oh No! Shark in 

the Snow!’ as well as giving us a drawing 
masterclass.  

He showed us how to draw some characters from his 
books - a snail, a crab, a reindeer and Father 

Christmas of course!  
 

We had a fabulous time. Here are 
some of our drawings.  



 
 

Thank you to everyone who has activated their 
Parent Pay account.   

 
Parent Pay is not only a system for paying 

in money, it is also our main source for 
communication with parents and carers and 

we would not want you to miss important 
information 

 
If you have not already done so can you please 
activate your Parent Pay account.  You won’t 
need to register a payment card and no bank 
details are requested.  This is only asked for 

when you make a payment.  However, you can 
pay cash at any store showing the PayPoint 

Logo. 
 

For your nearest PayPoint store go to: 
https://consumer.paypoint.com/   

 
Parent Pay activation details have been sent 

out to those who have not done this yet. 
 

New Reception 
Now your child has started school they have 
been added to the system and you will have 
received activation details.  We ask that you 
activate your account as soon as possible. 

 
Thank you for your co-operation. 

Don't let your child miss out on 
school milk after their 5th 

birthday 
  

When your child turns 5, your child’s supply of 
free milk finishes.  However, if you would like to 
pay for your child to receive milk we have made 
arrangements with Cool Milk to supply milk at a 

subsidised cost. 
 

What you need to do: 
  

Visit www.coolmilk.com as soon as 
possible and select "Register your child 

for milk here", then follow the on-screen 
instructions to register and pay. 

  
If your child is registered for Free School Meals 
(i.e. NOT the Universal Free School Meals) the 

school can continue to supply your child with free 
milk.  Please let the office  know if you wish this to 

continue. 
  

Should you have any queries regarding your 
child's registration or milk supply in general, 

please do not hesitate to contact Cool Milk directly 
at customerservices@coolmilk.com. 

INSET DAYS 
 

Thursday 2nd September 2021 
Friday 3rd September 2021 
Tuesday 4th January 2022 

Monday 28th February 2022 
Thursday 21st July 2022 

Holidays 2021/22 

25.10.21 - 29.10.21 Half Term 

20.12.21 - 01.01.22 Christmas Holiday 

21.02.22 - 25.02.22 Half Term 

11.04.22 - 22.04.22 Easter Holiday 

02.05.22 May Day 

30.05.22 - 03.06.22 Half Term 

21.07.22 Summer Holidays 

 
 
 

This is what is the classes will be cooking 
for the remainder of the year.  I hope you 

06/12/21 Moroccan Salad Juniper 

13/12/21 Christmas Pudding 
Reward 

 TBA 

We are collecting Grow Tokens 
from Morrisons. 

 
How you can help: 

 
1. Download the MyMorrisons app. 

2. Sign in or register and select Whitnash 
Primary School. 

3. Scan the app at checkout or use online 
when shopping. 

4. For every £10 spent you will receive a 
Grow Token to donate to our school. 

 
We can then exchange the tokens for 

gardening equipment after the collection 
period. 

https://consumer.paypoint.com/
http://www.coolmilk.com/
mailto:customerservices@coolmilk.com




What’s on … 

December 2021      

10 Friday Day Non-Uniform/Christmas Jumper - Donations 
to Christmas Raffle 

10 Friday 10am-2pm Visit from the Reindeer 

10 Friday PM Christmas Fayre 

15 Wednesday 12pm Christmas Lunch 

16 Thursday PM Years 1 and 2 visit to St Margaret’s Church 

17 Friday 3.15pm Break up for Christmas 

January 2022       

4 Tuesday DAY INSET DAY— closed to pupils 

5 Wednesday DAY Pupils back to school 

11 Tuesday 1.30-10.00pm Young Voices 

24 Monday DAY School Photographer 

Please note that these dates are subject to 

 Get your child a tasty nutritious meal every day. 
 Save over £400 a year and hours of time on making packed lunches. 

 Our school gets over £1,300 for every registered pupil. 
 

To find out if you are eligible go to: 
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/apply-free-school-meals 

 
For menu information go to:  www.educaterers.co.uk 

Cheese & 
Tomato Pizza 

Wedge 
 
 

(v) Veggie Balls 
with Tomato 

Sause 
 

(v) Jacket Potato  
 

Chocolate 
Cracknel 

Organic Beef 
Grill in a Bun 

 
 

(v) Cheesy Pasta 
Bake 

 
(v) Jacket Potato  

 
Jelly with Fruit 
Ice Cream Tub 

 

Roast Chicken 
Joint 

 
 

(v) Quorn Fillet 
 
 

(v) Jacket Potato  
 

Syrup Sponge 
with Custard 
Zesty Orange 

Cookie 

Beef & Tomato 
Fusilli 

 
 

(v) Veggie Hot 
Dog 

 
 

(v) Jacket Potato  
 

Homemade 
Shortbread 

 

Breaded Fish 
Fingers 

 
 

(v) Broccoli & 
Sweetcorn Pasta 

 
 

(v) Jacket Potato  
 

Chocolate & Pear 
Brownie 

Ice Cream Tub 

Monday Tuesday Wednes- Thursday Friday 

 Any vegetarian dishes are display with a (v) 

http://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/apply-free-school-meals
http://www.educaterers.co.uk

